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Mr. Webster when important matters which de-
manded his attention were pending in Congress.
Measures to continue the war were before the Sen-
ate even after they had ratified the peace. These
measures Mr. Webster strongly resisted, and he
also opposed, in a speech of great power, the ac-
quisition of new territories by conquest, as threat-
ening the very existence of the nation, the princi-
ples of the Constitution, and the Constitution
itself. The increase of senators, which was, of
course, the object of the South in annexing Texas
and in the proposed additions from Mexico, he
regarded as destroying the balance of the govern-
ment, and therefore he denounced the plan of ac-
quisition by conquest in the strongest terms. The
course about to be adopted, he said, will turn the
Constitution into a deformity, into a curse rather
than a blessing; it will make a frame of govern-
ment founded on the grossest inequality, and
will imperil the existence of the Union. With
this solemn warning he closed his speech, and im-
mediately left Washington for Boston, where his
daughter, Mrs. Appleton, was sinking in con-
sumption. She died on April 28th and was buried
on May 1st. Three days later, Mr. Webster fol-
lowed to the grave the body of his son Edward,
which had been brought from Mexico. Two such
terrible blows, coming so near together, need no
comment. They tell their own sad story. One
child only remained to him of all who had gath-